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PREFACE

Kilidasa’s Raghuvarna npeeds no intrczduction%
This is an humble effort to present an authentic text ©
the same with the Safijlvini Commentary of Mallinatha
and extracts from five others.

Mallindtha’s commentary is not fully exhaustive
and therefore I have supplimented it by short extracts

from five other commentaries. In my opinion,. itis a
valuable addition and as such the present edition has

" become very usful even to an ordinary reader.

I earnestly thank Prof. H. D. Velankar, M. A., for
his valuable Introduction. He has really obliged m€
and the readers by his labour of love, despite of
his delicate health and heavy previous engagements.
I equally thank Prof. D. D. Kosambi, M. A., for
getting me a number of valuable Mss. and lovingly
encouraging me throughout. My thanks are also due€
to Bhandarkar Oriental Institute, Poona, for the Mss.

“and Sjt. D, N. Marshall, M. A., Dip. Lib.,, the

ever-obliging Librarian of the Bombay University, for
lending me all sorts of books for reference.

. Bombay
154k October 1948 } N. R. Acharya

INTRODUCTIQN

The primary object ofa Sanskrit Kavya is . the
highest unadulterated delight which the poet as well as
the hearer of 2 Kavya may enjoy through the rise of
sentiments. Moral adviceis no doubt generally conveyed
through a Kavya, but in such a manner that the hearer
is hardly conscious of it. The words and thejr meanings
both actual and suggested,employed by the poet are the-'-
refore expected to have the power to rouse, sustain and
develop one or more of the moods of the human mind,
which become transformed into pleasurable sentiments,
when properly assisted by the efforts of a poet. The
poet’s words must have the capacity to stir the imagi

nation of the hearer so as to raise him from his present

surroundings and place him in the midst of quite a
* different set of ‘circumstances, which are either totally

unreal or belong to the past, but which are nevertheless
conjured up into a temporary reality by the words of
the poet. In the world of imagination, even things
which are ordinarily unpleasant assume a pleasant
form ; this is why we like to imagine the saddest and
most dreadful things so long as they do not touch us or
affect us physically. The poet knows this tendency of
the human mind and tries to establish his influence on
it by affording full scope to its power of imagination
and feelings of all kinds including those of sadness.
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