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PREFACE

Szva]nanabodha has come to stav as the basic text of
the Saivasiddhanta system that is practised now in
Tamilnadu. Though there are independent saiva texts in
Tamil such as Nanamirtam which were written in the 12th
century (before Meykantar) that expound the doctrines of
the Saivagama-s the Saivasiddhanta school of religion and
philosophy that is now in vogue can be called the
Si vajianabodha school. For, the entire range of texts is based
on the Sivajrianabodha (in Tamil) which is considered to
have been composed by Meykantar in the middle of the
12th century, A.D. According to tradition and as expressed
by all the commentators Meykantar has given the Tamil
version from the Sanskrit original which, again, is held to
be part of the Rauravagama.

As such the Sanskrit text which has quite a few
important commentaries (the earliest one that has come
down to us dates from the 15th century) has not been fully
studied and much less interpreted. This is the first time that
a critical edition of a hitherto unpublished commentary on
Sivajrianabodha is bemg published. The commentator
Nigamajrianadesika is an important author of the 16th
century and he has contributed a lot for the propagation of
Saivasiddhanta and for the elucidation of philosophical
points. His only other work that has been critically edited
and published with a French translation is the Saiva-
gamaparibhasamarnjari (Publications de I'Institut Francais
d'Indologie, n® 60, 1977). One may profitably refer to the
above publication for a list of his Sanskrit works (as he has
composed texts in Tamil as well) and for a brief discussion
about his date and spiritual lincage.
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