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FOREWORD

Sanskrit has been a perennial source of wisdom and intellectual discourse. The literature
of this language has also served as a vibrant storehouse of knowledge-systems and
information on cultural achievements. In fact, the study of this literature is an essential
prerequisite for understanding the development of Indian society and culture.

In his History of Dharmasastra, Mahamahopadhyaya Purushottam Vaman Kane
presented a most monumental work on ancient texts of law as sourcebooks for Indian
culture. Prof. V.S. Agrawal, in his India as Known to Panini, established the paradigms
of the cultural study of a Sastric work in Sanskrit — the Astadhyay1 — a text that is
definitely one of the most miraculous intellectual accomplishments in the history of
human race. Prof. B.S. Upadhyaya and some other scholars have attempted studies of
the works of Kalidasa and other poets as sourcebooks for Indian culture and civilisation,
still others have taken up similar studies of the texts by Yaska and Patafjali. However,
Sanskrit classics produced in first two millenniums of ACE have remained by and large
unexplored from the point of view of cultural studies. Prof. K.K. Handiqui, one of the
most distinguished Sanskrit scholars of modern times, not only made a fruitful attempt
to bridge a gap in the cultural studies of Sanskrit texts in his Yasastilaka and Indian
Culture, he also joined the glorious line of stalwarts like Mahamahopadhyaya
Purushottam Vaman Kane and Prof. V.S. Agrawal by presenting another landmark of
the study in Sanskrit literature as source for cultural history. In fact, Yasastilaka of
Somadeva, a campil kavya composed in tenth century ACE, is really the Yasastilaka —
auspicious mark on the forehead — of India’s culture. It establishes Indian culture as
a vibrant continuum enriched by numerous tributaries. A cultural study of Yasastilaka
becomes especially significant considering the fact that this text by Somadeva belongs
to the other traditions — the traditions of Jainism and the $ramanas, that have made
equally enormous contribution to the growth of Indian culture.

A scholar of extraordinary accomplishments from Assam, Prof. K.K. Handiqui
here presents a remarkable study of work of Somadeva — an author — who flourished
in the southern parts of our country nearly one thousand years back. The work not



4, YASASTILAKA AS A PROSE ROMANQE 85

An interesting example of Kaku-Vakrokti is found in Amrtamati's
fraudulent message to Yasodhara, in which she begs to be allowed to
accompany the king into wilderness after his proposed renunciation of
the world. Yasodhara, while listening to the message, interjects sarcastic
remarks which appear to corroborate her statements, but really give
them a different interpretation reflecting on her character. Portions of
the message may be reproduced here, Yagodhara’s remarks being put within
brackets. Amwmrtamati says: ‘I will accompany Your Majesty, just as
the tide accompanies the ocean (That is why you are fickle); just as the
image of the moon accompanies the sky (That is why you have a black
spot'); just as the shade accompanies a tree (That is why you are enjoyed
by others); just as the track accompanies a chariot (.That is why you
are ‘full of dust’?); just as the flame accompanies a lamp (That is why you
emit ‘smoke’®); just as sylvan beauty accompanies the spring (That is why
you are full of Cuplds lore); just as the Ganges is the companion of
the Himalayas ( That is why you seek a lower* level)”.”

Instances of Yamakas are occasionally found. A device used more
than once is the Srikhalayamaka which consists in the continuous repetition
of the last syllables of a series of compounds at the beginning of each

succeeding compound. For example,

 H wmwmmmmwmmm m@mﬁa

TURGHT: | FISTIR e GG, TOAGEIAaS qﬂmﬁ qﬁmmﬁ
Hﬁﬂﬁaq ggadfag oo FATEBHAORT: , BHTTIATRT
As pomted out by Jacobi, the Srnkhalayamaka is used by blddhargl in
Upamitibhavaprapadicd kathd, p. 752, Haribhadra too has used this device in

verses in his Samardicocakahd.’

The mixture of prose and verse is a salient feature of Yadastilake
which is one of the two earliest extant Campis, the first being Trivikrama's

Nolacomps written during the reign of the Rastrakita Emperor Indra

1 i..e. a blot on her character.

3 ‘alewd woman’.

3 i.e. disgrace.

4 i e. o paramour of lower rank.

5 ‘Xq@g gyEQTU mﬁfa%t%awarzaa'mﬁ Toa: IRORAT 17 vg Eew R, Refaoiy
A QIENGAIR, ™G mﬁﬂ(ﬁﬂ'«' N TigeIf | s v Qe = m%?hm -y

TR IATRHIRT T T mﬂmﬂrﬁt = RARRART o1 o gty -
6 Seo B. I, ed., pp. 79, 423-4, 449, eto.
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